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SPS 3™ term workshop 2024 — 2025

Gender and Sexualities

Instructor: Prof. Léa Pessin

Assistant Professor of Sociology, Programme Director in Social Inequality,
Department of Political and Social Sciences

Contact: Liga.Livena@eui.eu

Dates and schedule:

Friday 23 May @ Badia Fiesolana, Seminar Room 3 (BF157) from 10:00 until 12:00
and from 14:00 until 16:00
Monday 26 May @ Badia Fiesolana, Seminar Room 2 (BF156) from 10:00 until 12:00
and from 14:00 until 16:00
Tuesday 27 May @ Badia Fiesolana, Seminar Room 2 (BF156) from 10:00 until 12:00
and from 14:00 until 16:00
Friday 30 May @ Badia Fiesolana, Seminar Room 2 (BF156) from 10:00 until 12:00
and from 14:00 until 16:00
Monday 02 June @ Badia Fiesolana, Seminar Room 2 (BF156) from 10:00 until 12:00

and from 14:00 until 16:00

Credits: 20

Outline

The course explores contending theoretical frameworks to understand and explain gender and
sexualities from a sociological perspective. We will draw on current and foundational scholarship to
demonstrate how sociological theories and concepts improve our understanding of contemporary
gender relations. We will challenge our preconceived ideas about gender and discuss its social
construction. We will explore how gender constraints individuals’ identities and opportunities within
and across societies. We will think critically of how gender inflects on other parts of our identities such
as race, class, sexuality, ethnicity, and nationalities. Building on recent literature, we will take a gender
lens to consider how everyday practices and institutions such as romantic relationships, the family,
and labor markets contribute to or hold back progress toward gender equality.
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