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Democratic Odyssey:
Sortition Europe Democratic Lottery Report

Introduction

The Democratic Odyssey is a project organised by a group of 30 organisations led by the
European University Institute’s Florence School of Transnational Governance (EUI-STG) that will
include citizens’ assembly style meetings. This report outlines the details of our recruitment, by
lottery, of a diverse group of 40 people from more than 15 European countries for the first
Democratic Odyssey assembly to be held in Athens from September 27-29. A key element of the
project was to document inventive ways of communicating the idea of democratic lotteries
(“the pedagogy of sortition”).

More details about the Democratic Odyssey can be found in this document (and see, in
particular, their Modular Framework linked therein).

Sortition Europe Process

Sortition Europe used several steps to find a diverse sample, with the aim of recruiting 2 people
from 20 European countries. Both steps mobilised our SORT-EU network of partner
organisations from all over the EU and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

We firstly drew on a small existing reserve pool of people who had not been selected to
participate in an earlier transnational deliberative event, but had expressed their interest in
joining similar future events. These people had been originally contacted by randomly selecting
locations in EU countries and knocking on doors at or near those locations.

To increase the diversity of those participating, our partner organisations supplemented this
group in 6 European countries (Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Lithuania, Malta, Spain and Bosnia-
Herzegovina), inventing new ways of selecting addresses by lottery such as dice rolls, lottery
draws, or dart throwing at a map!

Visiting and knocking on people’s doors at those addresses, they talked to people about
citizens’ assemblies, the topic of the assembly in Athens, and how they can register online (or
get help to register) if they would like to participate.


http://www.sortition.eu/
mailto:info@sortition.eu
https://democraticodyssey.eui.eu/about
https://www.eui.eu/en/academic-units/school-of-transnational-governance
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11t7ik9t3lOj7yos8ItR5c6C1UglQTMGp/view?usp=drive_link
https://democraticodyssey.eui.eu/knowledge-hub
https://www.sortitionfoundation.org/sort-eu-network
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From these two techniques we then selected a diverse pool of 40 international participants from
20 different European countries, from a total pool of 99 people. The 40 people selected
approximately reflect the diversity of the citizens living in Europe considering multiple
demographic factors: their gender, age, education level and views on the EU. We
overrepresented youth, but with such a small pool to draw from (due to financial constraints) it
was impossible to meet some of the targets perfectly.

We then engaged in a phone confirmation and initial onboarding process to help the transition
and handover of participants to the Democratic Odyssey team.

With this transnational group, as well as other participants from different groups, the
Democratic Odyssey is embarking on a journey with a pilot assembly organised in Athens in
September 2024.


http://www.sortition.eu/
mailto:info@sortition.eu

13 August, 2024
www.sortition.eu
info@sortition.eu

" SORTITION

Sortition Europe Invitation Letter

The invitation below (front and back shown) was translated into 6 languages and used by our
partners in the second part of the recruitment. It was also translated into Greek by use of the
Greek recruitment partner, QED, in their sortition process.

Democratic
Odyssey—~-

You are invited

to have your say on the future of the European Union as part of the
Democratic Odyssey, a project organised by a group of European organisations.

&
A M

SORTITION

You could be one of 200 people selected by lottery to take part
in the People’s Assembly for Europe in Athens.

Take part and receive €150!

Reflecting on your experience of recent crises, what needs to
change for the EU to overcome future storms?

The organizers want to hear from YOU.

Join the Democratic Odyssey to let the EU know how it can tackle
this topic today and in the future.

All transport to and
accommodation in
Athens (and possible
future venues) will be
paid and organised
for you.

Scan here to register =
online or go to
sortition.eu/XXXX =

Text
“Yes, Count Me In!" R
To +43 678 907 027 3969

Did you find this ii

ion in your letterbox?

This means we called at your house but you were not at home, so we
left this in your letterbox. Everyone in your household who is 16 years old
and over is welcome to register. To talk to someone before registering,
text “Yes, | am interested, please call me” to +36 123 456 789 and we'll
call you back.

Take part and receive 150 EUR. Deadline to register: 7 July 2024

. b Vous voulez lire ceci
- en frangais?
‘ 5 & Vuoi leggerio in
. ' italiano?

How does a People’s Assembly work? b

Why me? Want to read this in
@ I N English?
sortition.eu/XXXX
Q@
-~ VTR N
The organisers of the Democratic We selected your
Odyssey want to hear people’s opinions neighbourhood by lottery, from
on important questions related to the EU every neighbourhood in the EU.
- and let the EU know. ','
O—10 N ‘.,
oooo ? Y
oooag o, A
< - e
Weekend in Athens: We knock on your door to

After the close of registration we
will select by lottery (from all those
who registered) the members of
the People’s Assembly for Europe,
and you will be contactad if you
are selected.

R

The group's recommendations are
handed to EU dacision-makers

give you this letter and invite
YOu to register your interest.
Everyone in your household

who is 16 years old and over
«can register — see below!

from Friday 27 to Sunday 28
September, 2024,

(You may also be selected for future
meetings online and in person in
Vienna and Florence in 2025.)

If you are selected by lottery, you go to Athens and talk to people
from all walks of life from all over Europe on what should be done
and then you make decisions.

All your transpert and accommeadation is paid for you and you will
receive 150 EUROs (Z2Z Currency) as a thank-you for your time.

See sortition.eu/XXXX
for more information.

YOUR opinion is important to us.

TWO EASY WAYS TO REGISTER TODAY =

Text Scan here to register o
“Yes, Count Me Inl” OR online or go to A
To +36 123 456 789 sortition.eu/XXXX = 0

Did you find this invitation in your letterbox?

This means we called at your house but you were not at home, so we
left this in your letterbox. Everyone in your household who is 16 years old
and over is welcome to register. To talk to someone before registering,
text “Yes, | am interested, please call me” to +36 123 456 789 and we'll
call you back.

Take part and receive 150 EUR. Deadline to register: 7 July 2024
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The targets and demographics of the small pool of interested participants and those selected to
participate are given below. Note that some data is missing and we are working to fill these gaps.

/| Non-binary S
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Non-binary
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Country Display: AL SORTITION EUROPE - DEMOCRATIC ODYSSEY RECRUITMENT DASHBOARD
cou a
Gcn:'r’ ‘.“:'-w Iﬁ-m-d-ma Salected Inqu Target Al respandents Setacted Isnun-. Target Al respondents. Selected
% 8% #|Orig % Orig # % # % #|Ong % Orig # % 7% #|Orig % Orig #
ToALs | T000] 300] 7000] 5 700] @I T00.0] a0 aﬁ [ 100.0] 200 700.0] s 1000] o |
Female BE 204 w55 49 w25 o ] ] ] o ] 0 Primary or no souzaton s as) X m| 25 s
e ) 108, s - 450 18 1625 123 4s 23 2 00 12| Secondary educaton or | a7 155/ s | 30 14
[Non-binary or d 00 00 20 2| 25 1| 2648 381 162 M3 34 28 13| Higher education 400 16.0| %3 | s Al
s164 aur 93 n2 2 20 10] unknoun 12 | 250 10
65+ 49 10.0 141 14 125 H
100+ 00 00 00 0 ag o
EUviews  |Target All respondents Selected Country Target All respondents Selected
% # % #|Orig % Orig # (RESIDENCE)| % # % #|Orig % Orig #
100.0| 40 100.0| 99 100.0| 40 100.0| 56 100.0| 99 100.0] 40
Very negative 6.0 2.4 1.0 1 2.5 1At 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
Quite negative 12.0 4.8 5.1 5 25 1|BA 36 20 2.0 2 50 2
Neither positiv 37.0 14.8 12.1 12 7.5 3|BE 36 20 2.0 2 50 2
Quite positive 30.0 12 35.4 35 40.0 16[BG 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
Very positive 15.0 [ 203 29 225 9|HR 16 20 3.0 3 50 2
Unknown 17.2 17 25.0 10|cy 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
cz 36 20 9.1 9 50 2
DK 36 20 2.0 2 0.0 0
EE 36 20 0.0 0 0.0 0
Fl 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
FR 36 20 20 2 50 2
DE 36 20 5.1 5 50 2
EL 36 20 1.0 1 0.0 0
HU 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
IE 36 20 1.0 1 0.0 0
T 36 20 1.1 1 50 2
v 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
LT 36 20 5.1 5 50 2
L 36 20 0.0 0 0.0 0
MT 36 20 3.0 3 50 2
NL 36 20 2.0 2 0.0 0
PL 36 20 40 4 50 2
PT 36 20 9.1 9 50 2
RO 36 20 20 2 0.0 0
SK 36 20 20 2 0.0 0
s 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
ES 36 20 4.0 4 50 2
SE 36 2.0 2.0 2 5.0 2

The Pedagogy of Sortition

As the Democratic Odyssey is a campaign to institutionalise sortition and deliberation at the EU
level it is very important to convey the ideas of the assembly (including how the sortition
process was conducted) to the wider public.

To this end we created several videos with our partners of various elements of an inventive
sortition process. Some of these videos were created by a video professional in Hungary, to
communicate the idea of sortition (lottery):
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e A short video of using paper slips outlining districts, and throwing darts at a map:
https://youtu.be/iJsQs3Q3als
Using coloured rods and cards part: https://youtu.be/pYo3GsRtzQl
Door-knocking and leaflet handover: https://youtu.be/IGW8fs9eG5g
A longer video of all the ideas above https://youtu.be/GsKORogqOjk

Our other partners in Malta, Lithuania, Germany, Bulgaria and Austria also made a series of
recruitment videos that have been given to the Democratic Odyssey videographer.

Selecting a location on a map by throwing darts

Door-knocking and explaining the Democratic Odyssey


http://www.sortition.eu/
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https://youtu.be/iJsQs3Q3aIs
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https://youtu.be/GsK0Rogq0jk

