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Intro
    duction

In 1983, the institutions of the European 
Union (then known as the European Com-
munities) decided to open their historical 
archives to the public after a period of thirty 
years. In a subsequent contract signed in 
1984, the European Commission and the 
European University Institute (EUI) agreed 
to install these archives at the Institute in 
Florence. The mission of this new Histori-
cal Archives of the European Union (HAEU) 
was to preserve the historical papers of EU 
institutions and to make these documents 
available to the research community and 
the general public, as well as to collect the 
private archives of individual actors and of 
public and private organisations that made 
an important contribution to European inte-
gration. The Archives Regulation of 1983 on 
the opening of EU institutional archives to 
the public was most recently amended in 
2015. This amended archives resolution 
made mandatory the deposit of archives in 
Florence for all the EU institutions, bodies 
and agencies.

Forty years have passed since the estab-
lishment of the HAEU at the European 
University Institute. The anniversary is an 
occasion to look back at what the Archives 
has achieved over these four decades, 
during which the collections grew to 330 
holdings comprising around 750,000 paper 
files occupying approximately 10,000 metres 
of shelving. Moreover, in those forty years 
the Archives grew not only in volume, but 

also in the interest and attention it garners 
from researchers and citizens: the HAEU 
has become the central site for consulting 
primary sources on the history of the Euro-
pean Union and European integration. The 
significance of the Archives for research and 
transparency was recognised by the Italian 
state in 2012, when it made available pres-
tigious new premises and a state-of-the-art 
facility in the renaissance Villa Salviati, 
located in the hills overlooking Florence. 

The core holdings of the HAEU comprise 
the archives of numerous EU institutions, 
bodies and agencies: the European Par-
liament, the Council, the Commission,  the 
Court of Justice, the Court of Auditors, the 
Economic and Social Committee, the Com-
mittee of Regions, the European Investment 
Bank, the European Centre for the Develop-
ment of Vocational Training, the European 
Foundation for the Improvement of Living 
and Working Conditions, and the European 
Environment Agency. Among the 100 or 
so archival deposits of individuals, we find 
principal actors in the drive towards Euro-
pean integration, high officials of the EU 
institutions and distinguished  European 
federalists. The 40 deposits from organi-
sations with a European scope comprise 
pro-European movements and youth organ-
isations, as well as scientific and technical 
organisations. 
 

Foreword	  
by Dieter Schlenker
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In addition to documents, the HAEU has 
large collections of audio-visual materials 
that testify to the history of European inte-
gration. Photographs, posters, audio and 
video recordings, maps, and oral history 
interviews broaden our understanding of 
the people and events that built Europe, at 
times lending European integration a face, 
and a voice.
 
As part of the Archives’ celebrations for its 
40th anniversary, this volume presents a 
selection from the unique Nicola Di Gioia 
poster collection deposited at the HAEU. 
Nicola Di Gioia, a European Commission 
official from 1962 to 2003, had the visionary 
foresight to collect hundreds of manifes-
tos, appreciating the rich visual memory 
of European integration they could trans-
mit to future generations. They illustrate the 
treaties, policies, events and values the Euro-
pean institutions sought to promote across 
member states and beyond. The 40 posters 
selected for this book cover a range of Euro-
pean policy areas and vividly demonstrate 
the shared values of peace, democracy and 
fundamental rights. Many of them are nota-
ble for their outstanding visual and artistic 
value. 

The Nicola Di Gioia collection has become 
an important visual holding for the Histori-
cal Archives of the European Union. Since 
the collection was deposited in 2018, the 
Archives has selected from it for numerous 
exhibitions and events. The posters have 
been displayed during the annual Open 
Days, and often figure into visits to the 
Archives by schools, universities, clubs and 
associations. With this publication, The art 
of integration: 40 posters promoting Europe, 
the Archives is thus pleased and proud to 
invite readers on a fascinating voyage into 
the visual history of a united Europe.

Florence, 26 July 2024

Dieter Schlenker 
Director
Historical Archives of the European Union
European University Institute



7

In the terrible aftermath of the second 
world war, the idea to unite the peoples of 
Europe and render further conflict impossi-
ble quickly gained ground. Early proponents 
of European integration such as Alcide De 
Gasperi, Robert Schuman, Altiero Spinelli, 
Jean Monnet, Konrad Adenauer, and oth-
ers delivered impassioned messages for a 
peaceful, united Europe. 

Their innovative, deeply pro-European ideas 
resounded with the war-ravaged citizens, 
communicating the urgency with which 
countries were called to unite and take 
concrete action to ensure a future of last-
ing peace. 

Illustrated posters, which creatively synthe-
sised vast concepts such as peace, unity, 
and democracy, effectively communicated 
the essence of these innovative, pro-Euro-
pean ideas and opinions, long before they 
would be consolidated in agreements and 
treaties. As publications that offered far 
greater public reach than party newspapers 
or political leaflets, posters became indis-
pensable for circulating new ideas—a most 
powerful and enduring tool in a world with-
out the internet or social media. 

The use of posters to transmit political, pro-
grammatic, or celebratory messages was 
soon extended to publicise the myriad initi-
atives launched at all levels, across member 
states, to support the new political idea of 
European unity. Round tables, conferences, 
conventions, symposia, and opportunities 
for exchange and information flourished, 
each calling for a printed manifesto or pro-
gramme as testament, if not legitimation, of 
the activity. The post-war division of Europe 
into Eastern and Western blocs, and the 
Cold War, would only accelerate this impor-
tant process. 

Posters certainly served to inform and keep 
the public administrations of the EU mem-
ber states up to date on European directives 
and regulatory measures. However, they 
also artistically illustrated the policies that 
were being dealt with over the decades in 
Brussels, Strasbourg, and other institutional 
headquarters throughout Europe. One could 
argue that this visuality has contributed as 
much — if not more— to the forging of a 
European consciousness as newspapers 
and news bulletins.

The Nicola Di Gioia collection: 70 years of 
ideas and accomplishments

The Nicola Di Gioia collection, comprising 
around 1500 posters, was assembled by 
Nicola Di Gioia, an official of the European 
Commission between 1962 and 2003 in the 
Directorate-General for Information and Cul-
ture. He collected the manifestos with an 
eye to remembering the work and energy 
that so many people have dedicated to the 
construction of Europe and the promotion 
of social, scientific, and cultural progress in 
the member states of the Union. 

Di Gioia’s European manifestos very effec-
tively tell new generations about the more 
than 70 years of ideas and accomplish-
ments of men and women who passionately 
believed in the power of union for a pros-
perous and peaceful Europe. They offer us 
a lively and colourful journey through time 
and stimulate our interest in the unfolding of 
European Union history. 

The actions the posters illustrate touch every 
area of citizens’ lives. To name a few,  they 
illustrate  initiatives in the areas of culture, 
education, sports, health, music, art, crafts, 
languages, exchange, the economy, social 
issues, anti-racism, Erasmus, opportunities 
for citizens, women, equal opportunities, 

Communicating united Europe	  
by Fabio Di Gioia
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individual rights, infrastructure, the single 
market, ECU, the euro, and the environment. 
The last, for example, emerged especially 
in the mid-1980s, with the establishment 
of dedicated ministries in each coun-
try, and an unprecedented deployment of 
awareness-raising initiatives aimed at safe-
guarding our planet.

The posters are also distinguished by their 
artistic value, some of which bear the signa-
ture of renowned artists such as Jean Michel 
Folon, Edwin Nagel, and Hugo Pratt. 

There would be but a few traces of this 
immense legacy of European culture and 
politics had it not been for the foresight of a 
few institutions and individuals who appre-
ciated the intense heritage offered by these 
printed manifestos.

Now deposited at the Historical Archives 
of the European Union, the Nicola Di Gioia 
collection is fully digitised, catalogued, and 
available for public consultation. It is cre-
ative testimony to the great work done by 
Europe’s institutions, governments, and cit-
izens in building the European Union.

Fabio Di Gioia
Nicola Di Gioia Collection Administrator
Curator, ‘Posters of Europe’ exhibition
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Audio-visual collections at the Historical 
Archives of the European Union

Today, in the realm of research, audio-visual 
material no longer merely complements 
textual documents; rather, in accordance 
with the latest trends, it stands as a pri-
mary source in itself. Consequently, there 
is a growing body of research that exam-
ines  audio-visual documentation from 
perspectives such as avant-garde artistic 
movements, genres of production, audio-
visual technology, authors, sociology, and 
political intention. Such critical analyses of 
audio-visual documents take into account 
aspects of communication sciences such as 
audio-visual narrative and semiotics. In this 
regard, the audio-visual holdings and col-
lections preserved in the Historical Archives 
of the European Union (HAEU) are part of 
the common European cultural heritage 
and, as such, are crucial for understanding 
the history of the European integration pro-
cess. These materials have the capacity to 
document the past, express culture, com-
municate, preserve traditions, and furnish 
educational and research resources.

Currently, the HAEU manages a vast col-
lection of photographs documenting the 
activities of European institutions, indi-
viduals, movements, and international 
organisations involved in European inte-
gration. These images depict conferences, 
meetings, institutional visits around the 
world, portraits of key personalities, as 
well as a plethora of educational, cultural, 
social and scientific projects that were pro-
posed and implemented across Europe. 
The Archives also preserves thousands of 
recordings, including ten oral history pro-
grammes comprising over 900 interviews 

with European politicians, former senior offi-
cials, and/or European figures who played 
significant roles in their institutions or, more 
broadly, in the European integration pro-
cess. Additionally, the HAEU offers access 
to hundreds of hours of video recordings of 
interviews, high-level European meetings, 
corporate videos, and various types of events 
carried out within the activities of Euro-
pean institutions and agencies, along with 
a collection of 250 films on the European 
integration process. Finally, the Archives is 
home to a unique collection of over 2000 
posters produced by EU institutions and 
other European bodies, complemented by 
over 1000 European maps.

The fact that these key documents of Euro-
pean heritage are housed in the Historical 
Archives of the European Union makes 
perfect sense. While audio-visual docu-
mentation can facilitate focused reading 
of individual documents, on their own they 
pose the risk of incomplete or subjective 
analysis. However, their preservation at the 
HAEU mitigates this concern because the 
audio-visual materials are tightly integrated 
with the fonds and European projects that 
produced them, ensuring they are contextu-
alised within their provenance and purpose. 
Consequently, researchers may develop a 
more comprehensive analysis and under-
standing of these images than if they were 
looked at as isolated collections lacking ori-
gin or context. 

The Nicola Di Gioia collection: A new contribution to 
the history of visual communication in Europe
by Juan Alonso Fernandez
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The Nicola Di Gioia poster collection

This book presents a selection of posters 
from the Nicola Di Gioia (NDG) collection, 
one of the most emblematic collections of the 
HAEU and probably one of the most signif-
icant collections of EU posters globally due 
to its rarity, quality, historical significance, 
and quantity. The collection comprises over 
1500 documents meticulously collected by 
Nicola Di Gioia, who served as an official 
at the DG for Education and Culture of the 
European Commission in Rome, Italy, from 
1962 to 2003. The collection primarily con-
sists of materials produced from 1957 to 
2003 by EU institutions, but also includes a 
few posters not created by EU institutions 
but still related to the history of European 
integration, such as European Union ref-
erendums or the EU founding values.

These posters are an interesting testament 
to the natural evolution of poster history 
during the second half of the 20th cen-
tury, a period when posters were in direct 
competition with the democratisation of 
photography, audio-visual media, and other 
forms of communication. The NDG collec-
tion posters demonstrate heterogeneous 
and varied styles of design, spanning dec-
ades, with countless authors and diverse 
origins. Nevertheless, it is fascinating to 
observe the evolution of modern techniques 
such as compositions incorporating realistic 
colour photography, or the emerging style of 
some of the more well-known graphic art-
ists, such as the vague nostalgia found in 
the warm tones and soft lines of Jean-Michel 
Folon.

Apart from aesthetic considerations, these 
posters serve as a compelling demonstration 
of the use of the poster medium to dissem-
inate messages, promote events, or convey 
values by European institutions. Thus, the 
selection of posters in this book aims to 
highlight the different themes and values 
that the policies of European institutions 
sought to convey using the modern visual 
language of posters. To facilitate reading, 

the posters have been grouped into eight 
synthetic chapters: Origins, Identity, Democ-
racy, Rights, Economy, Diplomacy, Research, 
and Future.

In the first chapter, Origins, posters from the 
1950s reflect the initial efforts of European 
institutions and movements to convey key 
values at the outset of European integration, 
such as ending war, fostering prosperity, or 
surmounting borders. The second chapter, 
Identity, includes documents aimed at pro-
moting the idea of a European identity by 
reinforcing the ideas of a common project, 
unity, reconciliation, and solidarity. These 
often highlight anniversaries such as the 
Schuman Declaration, the Treaties of Rome, 
or the annual celebration of Europe Day. In 
the third chapter, Democracy, we can see 
posters mainly dedicated to the direct elec-
tions to the European Parliament, from the 
first ones in 1979 to the elections of 1994. 
The fourth section, Rights, shows the willing-
ness to create a social and tolerant Europe 
that guarantees social rights and equal 
opportunities. It emphasises aspects such 
as the fight against racism and exclusion, 
gender equality, the right to information and 
mobility. The following section illustrates 
European objectives for the Economy, one 
of the engines driving European unity. Here 
we see the use of posters to announce the 
adoption of the euro, the Common Fisheries 
Policy, and even the work of the European 
Court of Auditors. The selection in the 
subsequent chapter Diplomacy illustrates 
Europe’s external action and is comprised 
of posters on Greece’s accession, the impor-
tance of relations with the United States, and 
activities in Asian countries like China. The 
seventh section, Research, presents posters 
that demonstrate the importance European 
institutions attached to research and tech-
nology. Finally, a last chapter dedicated to 
youth and the Future highlights the role of 
young people and educational initiatives 
such as the Erasmus program, Socrates and 
Leonardo scholarships.
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Archival treatment of the NDG collection

This collection, previously housed in Rome, 
was deposited at the HAEU by Lamberto 
and Fabio Di Gioia, the son of Nicola Di 
Gioia, under the terms of a deposit contract 
signed on 5 June 2018, between the deposi-
tor and the HAEU Director Dieter Schlenker.

Initially, the Archives conducted an appraisal 
to identify duplicates and select posters that 
aligned with the mission of the HAEU. The 
posters were received uncategorised, rolled 
into cylinders or framed, in a variety of lan-
guages and formats. To facilitate an efficient 
and precise selection, the Archives con-
ducted an initial digitisation using magnets 
to flatten the posters under a setup with a 
full-frame camera, tripod, and two contin-
uous lights. Each poster was assigned a 
provisional item code, which was also used 
to rename the digital image. Once this quick 
reference copy was made, the digital images 
were used for appraisal and to group post-
ers of the same series, such as those that 
were identical in content but had different 
measurements or were produced in various 
languages. The final file and item code num-
ber assigned to the digital file of each poster 
was inserted on the reverse side of the phys-
ical posters using a soft pencil. The posters 
were then stored in pH-neutral folders and 
flat cabinets. After a few weeks, when the 
posters had flattened, the Archives carried 
out the final digitisation, creating a high-res-
olution copy for long-term preservation and 
a low-resolution copy for easy online access. 
Finally, the audio-visual archivist described 
the posters at the file and item levels, includ-
ing metadata such as creator, contributor, 
title, place, date, language, format, dimen-
sions, and keywords. 

The classification plan of the audio-visual 
material was created without regard to the 
original order, as it is impossible to recreate 
it, but within an artificial thematic framework 
based on subjects. Since many producers 
are unknown, such as the European Commu-
nities or the European Union, a classification 

based on the context of creation was not 
feasible.  Therefore, the collection has been 
arranged into eight series reflecting the 
main themes they express, namely Commu-
nication and Information Policy; Cultural and 
Identity Policy; Economic Policy; Education, 
Training, Youth, and Sport; Enlargement, 
Cooperation, and External Relations; Envi-
ronmental Issues; Fundamental and Social 
Rights; and Research and Technology. 

The extensive work carried out by the HAEU 
permits the public to freely access an excel-
lent collection of digital images documenting 
not only the history of European integration, 
but also graphic design trends in poster pro-
duction. Thanks to these efforts, and also 
exhibitions and projects such as this book, 
the rich Nicola Di Gioia collection is receiv-
ing the visibility it deserves.  

Juan Alonso Fernandez
Audio-visual Archivist
Historical Archives of the European Union
European University Institute





Ori
      gins

World War II had only just ended when, in 1951, Belgium, France, Italy, Lux-
embourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany agreed that key economic 
resources should be managed jointly under the new supranational institutional 
architecture of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). 

The ECSC, and subsequently the European Economic Community and the 
European Atomic Energy Community in 1957, were born in the wake of cen-
turies of devastating conflict that had ravaged the continent. They were 
established with the vision of a future where peace, cooperation and pros-
perity would replace war, closed borders and nationalism. 

The European integration process did not follow an easy or predetermined 
path, as the failure to build a European Defence Community in 1953-1954 tes-
tifies. Nevertheless, it initiated one of the longest periods of peace in European 
history for the countries that signed onto the project. 

The posters in this section illustrate the origins of European integration, and 
lead us to reflect not only on the roots of the current European Union, but also 
on the roads not taken. The art and messages they communicate help us more 
fully appreciate a crucial phase of Europe’s recent history.
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Louis Emmerick, European Recovery Programme, 1950 / HAEU, NDG-480
Europe: Cooperation means prosperity
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United Europe for progress and for peace: signing of the Treaties for the Common Market and for 
Euratom, Rome 25 March 1957
European Communities, 1957 / HAEU, NDG-51

Europa unita per il progresso e per la pace: firma dei 
trattati per il mercato comune e per l’Euratom, Roma 25 
marzo 1957
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European Communities
Elio Tomei, European Communities, [1952-1959] / HAEU, NDG-473

Comunità Europee
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Border zone: United Europe has won. (Europa-Union Berlin)
Europa-Union / HAEU, NDG-469

Zonengrenze: Vereintes Europa hat gewit 
(Europa-Union Berlin)
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No more war with the E.D.C. (European Defence Community)
European Communities, [1952-1954] / HAEU, NDG-494

Plus jamais ça avec la C.E.D. 





Iden
        tity

The conceptualisation of European identity has evolved over time. In this sec-
tion, we see how European institutions relied on foundational moments like 
the Schuman Declaration of 9 May 1950 and the 1957 signing of the Trea-
ties of Rome to build a narrative celebrating the achievements of European 
integration. These historical milestones became symbols of a renewed Euro-
pean identity based on unity, solidarity, and peace, in opposition to aggressive 
notions of national identity that had led to war.

In 1985, the European Communities designated 9 May as “Europe Day” to 
celebrate when France’s then-Foreign Minister, Robert Schuman, declared 
that the creation of a European Coal and Steel Community would be the first 
step towards a federal union of European countries. While the ECSC began 
with just six members, we saw the European project grow with the addition 
of new countries joining the European Communities and then the European 
Union. The unique experiences, history and memories each nation brings to 
the Union complicates the meaning of a single European identity. The idea 
has been questioned and challenged over the decades, making the discourse 
on identity and its expressions in art and culture especially illuminating for 
understanding the past, present, and future paths to European integration. 
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L’Europe unie, une victoire pour tous : 50ème anniversaire 
de la fin de la guerre: 45ème anniversaire de la Déclaration 
de Robert Schuman
United Europe, a victory for all. 50th anniversary of the end of World War II, 45th anniversary of 
the Schuman Declaration
European Parliament, 1995 / HAEU, NDG-55
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Peace and solidarity, the measure of Europe.
The Treaty of Rome 1957/1997
European Parliament, 1997 / HAEU, NDG-63
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Χτίζοντας την Ευρώπη μαζί. 1957-1997 Συνθήκες της Ρώμης – 40 
χρόνια ειρήνης και συνεργασίας
Building Europe together. 1957-1997 Treaties of Rome – 40 Years of peace and cooperation 
European Union, 1997 / HAEU, NDG-140
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9 Mei: Feest van de Europese Gemeenschap
9 May: Festival of the European Community
Jean-Michel Folon, European Communities, [1985] / HAEU, NDG-253
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Our life together in the Community: A people’s Europe
European Commission / HAEU, NDG-156





Demo
      cracy

Initial plans for European integration, as outlined in the Schuman Declaration, 
did not envisage the creation of a representative parliamentary assembly. This 
was later included in the Treaty establishing the ECSC, because it was believed 
that without the democratic accountability of European Institutions, genu-
ine European integration would not be achievable. The Common Assembly 
renamed itself the European Parliament in 1962 and has been directly elected 
by European citizens every five years since 1979.

Although democracy is one of the core values upheld by the EU, the debate 
on its “democratic deficit” has long accompanied the integration process. Its 
complex institutional framework set up by the founding Treaties lacked dem-
ocratic legitimacy and transparency compared to the member states’ political 
systems, mainly because of the limited powers granted to the parliamentary 
assembly. Successive Treaty reforms expanded the Parliament’s rights and 
introduced several provisions to involve citizens in the EU’s political life, includ-
ing the European citizens’ initiative. At the same time, questions about the 
status of democracy in the EU and its member countries still engage public 
discussion in the broader context of a debate on the role and future of democ-
racy in the 21st century. 
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L’Europe vous concerne 
Europe concerns you
Roberto Pedotti, European Communities, 1979 / HAEU, NDG-131
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What’s so special about June 7?
European Communities, 1979 / HAEU, NDG-131
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L’Europe prend un nouvel envol. 10 juin 1979 : élection du 
Parlement Européen
Europe takes flight anew. 10 June 1979: European Parliament elections
European Communities, 1979 / HAEU, NDG-131
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Europa-Wahl 84 für ein aufgeschlossenes Europa
European elections ‘84 for an open-minded Europe
European Communities, 1984 / HAEU, NDG-192
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Por la igualdad de derechos y oportunidades. 
Parlamento Europeo – Elecciones 1994
European Parliament: 1994 Elections: For equality of rights and opportunities
Puig Rosado, European Parliament, European Commission / HAEU, NDG-138





Ri
      ghts

The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, signed in 2000, 
states that human dignity, freedom, equality and solidarity are the indivisible 
and fundamental values on which the Union is grounded. The notion of citi-
zens’ rights has evolved over time from a focus on the civil and political sphere 
to a broader vision of human rights embedded in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations in 1948. In the European 
Communities, the emphasis on freedom of movement of the 1950s was later 
expanded to encompass efforts towards greater inclusion and gender equality. 

With the 1992 Treaty of Maastricht, all citizens of the member states became 
citizens of the European Union. EU citizens have the right to move and reside 
freely within the Union and can not be discriminated against on the basis of 
nationality. They can vote and stand as candidates in European elections, and 
file complaints with the European Ombudsman if they face problems with the 
EU administration. European institutions express their commitment to creat-
ing a more just and equal society in their efforts to close the gap between the 
Charter of Rights and its implementation.
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New opportunities for women, NOW 
Jean-Louis Lejeune, European Communities / HAEU, NDG-116
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Fri bevægelighed / Freizügigkeit / Ελεύθερη κυκλοφορία, 
Free movement / Libre circulación / Libre circulation / 
Libera circolazione / Vrij verkeer / Liberdade de circulação 
European Parliament / HAEU, NDG-284
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1997 –  European year against racism
European Parliament, 1997 / HAEU, NDG-40
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Some might wish it had never been born: 50th Anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
European Parliament, 1998 / HAEU, NDG-3
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En finir avec l’exclusion 
Putting an end to exclusion
Tommy Clancy, Youth Forum Jeunesse / HAEU, NDG-34





Eco
      nomy

The European Communities (EC) were established to facilitate economic 
growth by creating a common market. The development of common policies 
in several fields, including agriculture, energy, fisheries, and trade, reflected 
the view that enhanced integration would benefit member countries’ econ-
omies and Europe as a whole. The growing size and complexity of the EC 
budget led to the establishment in 1975 of the European Court of Auditors 
(ECA), which is now one of the seven EU institutions. The ECA supervises 
and audits the Union’s budget to improve accountability, transparency, and 
financial management. 

Plans for fully-fledged economic and monetary integration have been dis-
cussed since the 1950s, but they were only partially implemented in the 
following decades. The introduction of the euro as a single currency, circulat-
ing since 2002 and currently adopted by 20 countries out of the EU-27, was 
the final step in the path towards monetary union outlined by the 1992 Treaty 
of Maastricht. Tested by severe economic crises and counter-narratives under-
lining the pitfalls of monetary integration, the single currency has nonetheless 
represented a symbol of European unity, as highlighted by the communication 
campaigns of European institutions. 
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Helping the European Union achieve better value for your 
money
European Court of Auditors / HAEU, NDG-69
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La politique commune de la pêche : Pour que les petits 
poissons deviennent grands
The common fisheries policy: manage to fish forever
European Commission / HAEU, NDG-316



49

A união faz o Euro
Unity makes the Euro
Ministry of Education (Portugal), [2002] / HAEU, NDG-212
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The birth of the €uro
Council of the European Union, 1998 / HAEU, NDG-220
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Euro: one currency for Europe / Une monnaie pour l’Europe 
/ Eine Währung für Europa
European Commission, [2002] / HAEU, NDG-203





Diplo
      macy

The European integration project outlined by the Schuman Declaration was 
“open to all countries willing to take part”. Through successive rounds of 
enlargement, the European Communities grew from the original six members 
to 28 countries, until Brexit reduced the total number to 27. As a commu-
nity numbering around 450 million people, the EU is an important actor on 
the world stage. It has developed bilateral and multilateral relations with 
international organisations and non-EU countries, starting from the historic 
partnership with the United States. Its external action relies on a wide array of 
instruments, such as diplomatic missions, representations, and parliamentary 
delegations, and on targeted policies including trade and development policy. 

The Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) was established by the 
Treaty of Maastricht in 1992 to strengthen international peace, cooperation and 
security, as well as to preserve and consolidate democracy, the rule of law and 
human rights in line with EU values. Still, member states retain crucial pow-
ers to develop their own foreign policy, especially when European institutions 
can not reach unanimity in their decisions. This has affected the EU’s ability 
to speak with a single voice and to play a key diplomatic role in international 
crises and conflicts.
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Towards a new world partnership  
European Parliament / HAEU, NDG-280
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9+1: Comunità Europea: Benvenuto alla Grecia
9+1: European Community: Welcome to Greece
European Communities / HAEU, NDG-323
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L’Union européenne dans le monde
The European Union in the world
European Commission / HAEU, NDG-187
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Trans-Atlantic partners for 50 years 
Bryan Leister, Chris Noel, European Commission, [2000] / HAEU, NDG-360
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Enlargement: A European Union for the 21st century
European Commission, 2001 / HAEU, NDG-130





Re
    search

Over the last 70 years, European institutions have invested in research and 
innovation by devising specific strategies and establishing dedicated bodies 
such as the Joint Research Centre (JRC). The JRC was initially established 
under the Euratom Treaty to promote nuclear safety in Europe. It now com-
prises seven institutes, coordinated by a Directorate-General of the European 
Commission, that provide scientific and technical support to EU policy-makers. 
European cooperation in the field of research also takes other forms, along-
side the EU institutional framework. The European Space Agency (ESA), for 
example, founded in 1975, is an intergovernmental body dedicated to space 
exploration and science whose members include non-EU countries such as 
the UK, Norway and Switzerland.

This section illustrates some of the targeted programmes sponsored by the 
European Commission, such as BRITE, the key Community programme for 
industrial innovation launched in 1985, and Teleman, the research and train-
ing programme on robotics and remote systems in the nuclear environment 
established in 1989. The Commission has also run a statistical office since the 
1950s, Eurostat, which provides EU institutions with comparable statistical 
information at the European level. 

Research and innovation have historically been linked to economic growth, 
but they are also at the crossroads of sensitive issues like geopolitical com-
petition, intellectual property and fundamental rights.
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Forskning / Forschung /  Έρευνα / Research / Investigación 
/ Recherche / Ricerca / Onderzoek / Investigação
European Parliament / HAEU, NDG-339



64

Meteosat
European Space Agency / HAEU, NDG-298
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Patent first, then publish: Your ideas are valuable! 
European Commission, Joint Research Centre / HAEU, NDG-312 
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BRITE: Basic Research Industrial Technologies for Europe
European Commission, [1986-1992] / HAEU, NDG-495
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Pour comprendre l’Europe : les publications de 
l’Eurostat 
To understand Europe: Eurostat publications
Eurostat / HAEU, NDG-158





Fu
      ture

Young people have long been a focus of European institutions’ policies and 
campaigns. Since the 1980s, the institutions have run dedicated initiatives sup-
porting innovation, training and mobility in education. To increase the appeal, 
many of them were named after eminent European cultural figures, such as 
the Socrates, Leonardo da Vinci, Comenius and Erasmus programmes.

The Socrates and Leonardo programmes, launched by the European Com-
mission in the early 1990s, aimed to raise the quality of training systems and 
strengthen the European dimension of education at all levels. They built on 
the success of the long-running and successful Erasmus programme, first 
established in 1987 to support student exchanges across European univer-
sities. Erasmus+ currently combines the EU’s education, training, youth and 
sport schemes. 

Beyond education, the EU’s youth policy has also addressed issues such as 
civic and democratic engagement, employment, gender equality, and inclu-
sion. Moreover, youth associations and movements have been dynamic 
actors engaging with the idea of Europe since the beginning of the integra-
tion process. The EU’s effectiveness in getting young people on board with 
the European project has been—and will continue to be—decisive for its future 
in the years to come. 
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Een goede start: kies voor het Europese Circuit. 
Studentenmobiliteit met overdraagbare studiepunten – 
Erasmus 
A good start: choose the European Circuit. Student mobility with transferable credits – Erasmus
European Commission / HAEU, NDG-101
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Youth: faces of Europe
European Union / HAEU, NDG-16
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Il mio paese è l’Europa 
My country is Europe
European Commission, [1973-1980] / HAEU, NDG-250
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Geef je diploma ‘n extra ster mee: Erasmus, het paspoort 
tot erkende buItenlandse studies in Europa 
Give your diploma an extra boost: Erasmus, the passport to recognised foreign studies in Europe
European Commission / HAEU, NDG-468
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L’Europa per i giovani: Guida ai programmi d’istruzione 
e di formazione 
Europe for Young People: A Guide to Education and Training Programmes
European Commission / HAEU, NDG-111
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40th Anniversary of the Historical Archives of the European Union

Established in 1984, the Historical Archives of the European Union (HAEU) preserves and makes 
available for research the archives deposited by EU institutions according to the thirty-year rule 
governing access to archival material. It also collects and preserves private papers of individuals, 
movements and international organisations involved in European integration. Finally, it facilitates 
research on the history of the European Union, promotes public interest in European integration 
and enhances transparency in the functioning of EU Institutions.

Audio-visual holdings consisting of photographs, audio recordings, videos, posters, and maps are 
an integral part of the EU institutional and private archives preserved at the HAEU. 

The Nicola Di Gioia collection featured in this book is one of the most significant collections of EU 
posters available due to its quality, historical significance, and quantity.
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